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mHB morning of November 25,1783, began brisk and clear in New York
JL City. As redcoats were rowed out to the British fleet waiting in the har-
bor, American troops entered the city, followed by caravans of patriots re-
turning to their homes. To the sounds of cheering crowds and booming guns,
the Stars and Stripes was hoisted.

But as the returning residents looked about, they saw little reason for
cheers. The city they had known in 1776 had deteriorated badly during the
war. At least a quarter of New York, twice gutted by fires, was in utter ruin.
The rest looked shabby and neglected. Once-handsome dwellings still bore
the wounds of military occupation and some had been stripped by the hastily
departing Tories. Streets and pavements were torn up, lamps were shattered,
rubbish lay everywhere. What was true of New York was equally true of New
London, Fairfield, Norfolk and Charleston; of the wracked and pillaged coun-
tryside of the Mohawk Valley and the Jerseys, the cockpits of the war; of dev-
astated Virginia and the lower South. The American Confederation confronted
a huge task of reconstruction.

However, the Confederation's principal difficulty was a political one. This
was the problem of building loyalty to the new nation. The Revolutionary
veteran Samuel Shaw, soon to be the first United States consul in China, de-
clared in 1783, "We are thirteen states, and o fooop to HM barrel is the prevail-
ing sentiment." But Shaw was exaggerating the national desire for cohesion.

A DEDICATED FEDERALIST, Alexander Hamilton is re-
membered for urging a strong central government. He
called the Confederation "fit neither for war nor peace."
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